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How to restore and manage forests as habitats

Proposal to appoint of 13 % of
the forest to create a network of
“untouched forest”

I (Pedersen et al. 2015)
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for biodiversity?

Grazing — especially natural grazing
with wild animals - is supposed to be
e an important tool.

The only wild grazers are roe-deer
and an increasing number of red deer
and fallow deer.
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Grazing was forbidden for 200 years due to the
poor state of the forests

Skovprocent
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The forest was reduced to 2-4 % of the land area around 1800 due over-exploitation
and partly replaced by heathlands. To-day the forest cover 14 %. Dominated by

monocultures and Norwegian Spruce to most common tree. The goal is to reach 25
% in 2100



2004 in up till 10 % of the forest with
. ¥ conservation management as the overall aim
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Effect of 25 years cattle grazing in ancient
oak woodland at Mols BJerge

Graihc_j W|th .for'est cattle was introduced in 1986 int half of the wood,
the rest being managed as untouched




Development in density of species

in relation to age of the woodland

and years of grazing. £
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Density of animal spread woody species
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Germination at cattle dung gives a significant higher
survival rate of seedlings

*4 Seedlings of 26 species in the
. forest and 112 species all

The dung pads covered 1 % of
the cattle grazed area with

>5000 seedlings/ha
(Buttenschgn 2008).
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“Short-term” effect of cattle grazing in oak
woodland

« More dense and species
rich ground vegetation

* Heterogeneous
vegetation structure

* More seedlings

e More available browse

« Faster decomposition

Can long-term effect of grazing maintain the
oak wood habitat?
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Average numbers from 11-25 years of grazing
show a tendency to better survival of oak under
grazing
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Number of seedlings/100 m? Death-rate of seedling/100 m?
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Can free-roaming
deer manage
woodland habitats

\ Y

Wooded meadow maintained by red
deer

Eete Nithaat Band
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